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1 Peter 2:18-25 (NIV) — Suffering, as Christ, for Doing Good

'8gaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all resped, not only to those who are good and considerate, but aso to those
who are harsh. *For it is commendable if aman beas up under the pain of unjust suffering because he i's conscious of God.
29But how isit to yaur credit if you recéve a beating for doing wrong and endureit? But if you suffer for doing good and you
endureit, thisis commendable before God. ?To thisyou were @lled, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps.

22'He @mmitted no sin,
and no deceat was found in his mouth."

Z\When they hurled ther insults at him, he did not retaiate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted

himsalf to him who judges justly. ?*He himself bore our sinsin his bady on the tree so that we might dieto sinsand live for
righteousness by his wounds you have been heded. “*For you were like shegp going astray, but now you have returned to the
Shepherd and Oversee of your souls.

“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself andtake up his cross andfollow me.” (Matt 16:24)

Questions for Discusson:

1

Inv. 18, Peter’s presentation of authorities (masters) allows for “harsh” or not “good” treament
of subordinates, somewhat contrasted to his generally positive view of government in vv. 13-14.
What modern situations in your life resemble the ancient slave-master type relationship? What
suffering is experienced in these caes? How do you respond?

Invv. 19-20 Peter addresses different circumstances of bearing pain/ suffering, as well as our
mindset. How should these comments from Peter addressyour own situation of beaing the pain
of suffering?

Invv.21-22, Peter provides a supreme example for our patiencein suffering, the “passion”
(mdoyw) of Christ, who was snless In what specific ways did Christ respond to urfair suffering
or perseaution? How can this encourage us, the “called” ones?

In v. 23 Peter focuses on both verbal perseaution from outside and our particularly harmful
verbal responses. Why does he emphasize the verbal, when most of us focus on the physical?
(eg. being nailed to the aoss or Peter’s slashing of the ea) Instead of a negative response what
does Peter instruct usto do? What comfort does his counsel provide?

How do vv. 24-25 add to the general instruction provided in this sction?



